
 

 

 
 

SIDE EVENT:  
Tapping the Potential: Actions of Race to Resilience Partners in MENA region  

Date: 30 March, 9-10 AM 
 
 

Background 
Globally, approximately 1 in 4 people are projected to be exposed to a severe climate hazard, even 
in a ‘best case’ scenario reaching 1.5C warming by 2050.  The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
region is particularly vulnerable to climate change. It is one of the world’s most water-scarce and dry 
regions; with a high dependency on climate-sensitive agriculture and a large share of its population 
and economic activity in flood-prone urban coastal zones. In addition, MENA has a higher 
urbanization rate than the global average of 55% - with 65% of the MENA population living in cities 
(more than 280 million people). By 2050, the number of inhabitants in MENA is projected to double, 
amplifying the exposure to unprecedented natural and social hazards, putting many lives at stake. 
 
Identifying effective climate resilience strategies and opportunities to create funding opportunities for 
them to be implemented and scaled are critical to maintaining economies and livelihoods in the 
region; including in urban, rural and coastal communities.  
 
The UN-backed Race to Resilience is helping address this by catalysing actions and investments by 
non-state actors. This session will focus on what Race to Resilience partners are doing in the MENA 
region to build the resilience of communities and businesses, and to protect the lives and livelihoods 
of people most vulnerable to climate change.  
 

Objectives 
This session will also build on the priority areas and gaps that were discussed over the 2 weeks at the 
Resilience Hub at COP26 by over 150 engaged institutions, networks and partners. Five key focal areas 
emerged from discussions at the Resilience Hub:  
 

I. Locally Led Adaptation is essential for transformative and equitable adaptation and is ripe for 
scaling, subject to finance access.  

II. There is an urgent need to increase the overall availability of quality finance for adaptation and 
resilience, as well as to diversify financial instruments through emphasising grant-based rather 
than loan-based models. 

III. Transformative adaptation and resilience require bridging the gaps between knowledge and 
implementation through knowledge brokering and advancing measurement and learning. 

 

 

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/race-to-resilience-launches/
https://cop-resilience-hub.org/


 

 

IV. Nature based Solutions are key to transforming risk into resilience through integrated urban, 
coastal and rural climate actions.  

V. Pragmatic and equitable adaptation and resilience action requires women, youth, disabled, 
displaced, and Indigenous peoples to be at the heart of design, decision-making, and 
implementation. 

 
This session will take forward the discussion from the Resilience Hub and its outcomes, and kick off 
MENA Climate Week with ambition, direction, and progress. The main objectives of this side event 
will be:  
 

1. Provide the latest resilience analytics on community vulnerability to extreme heat and other 
climate stresses and shocks in the MENA region; 

2. Set the ambition for the year and make meaningful connections from COP26 through to 
COP28; 

3. Identify, through best-practise case studies, the integrated approaches state and non-state 
actors can adopt which build the resilience of rural, urban and coastal communities; and 

4. Highlight the work of the Race to Resilience to address resilience and adaptation challenges 
by building collaborative coalitions of non-state actors and sharing knowledge to scale up 
best-practise.  
 

The incoming Egyptian COP27 President will play a crucial leadership role in scaling the ambition and 
urgent action required to achieve a 1.5ºC resilient world. But it requires action by all. We hope to 
welcome you at this event for a fruitful discussion.   

 

 

Organisers 
Global Resilience Partnership and Race to Resilience team 
 

Format and Logistics 
Date: 30 March 
Time: 9:00-10:00 AM  
Format: This will be a 60 min side event based on a moderated panel discussion and Q&A from the  
audience  
Language: the dialogue will be held in English 
Venue: Atlantis, the Palm  
Logistics: full informational note from UNFCCC is available here. 
Registration: advance registration required via this link  
Q&A feature will be enabled and audience is encouraged to pose questions in QA function and 
comments in the chat function.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cop-resilience-hub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/COP26-RH-Synthesis-Report.pdf
https://www.globalresiliencepartnership.org/regional-resilience-dialogues/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/MENACW2022_Information_Note.pdf
https://indico.un.org/event/1000424/


 

 
Agenda 
 

Time Details 

5-7 
mins 

Welcome and Opening:  

Nigel Topping, High Level Champion, COP26 United Kingdom 

5-7 
mins 

Setting the Stage:  What is the ambition and the opportunities in the MENA region? 

Mahmoud Mohieldin, High Level Champion, COP27 Egypt (tbc)  

40 mins Moderated conversation:  

1. Noha Shaker, Secretary General of the Egyptian Fintech Association, representing BFA  
Global (Race to Resilience partner) 

2. Dr Nuha Eltinay, Inclusive Weather and Early Warning Services, For Climate Resilient 
Cities and Communities, Resurgence, representing DARAJA initiative (Race to 
Resilience partner) 

3. Rep InsuResilience Global Partnership (name tbc) (Race to Resilience partner) 
4. Nathanial Mathews, CEO, Global Resilience Partnership, representing Ocean Risk and 

Resilience Action Alliance (ORRAA) (Race to Resilience partner) 
 

Moderated by:  Prof. Tasheen Jafry, Director for Climate Justice, Glasgow Caledonian 
University 
 
Q&A with audience  

5 mins Next Steps to Advance Action & Closing Remarks  

Nigel Topping, High Level Champion, COP26 United Kingdom   

 
 
 
 


